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funding and accountability, and relevant committees of Congress.
Reports by the Forum to its constituencies will stab all sides of the issue, describe the differing assumptions, definitions, objectives, and values that led to the conflict, and indicate the extent to which mutual accommodation has been achieved. It would not hand dow a verdict, but may give the opinions of the discussants as to the next steps that can be taken on the road to consensus.
Although the Forum will deal primarily with governme university disputes, it will inevitably have to address itself, on occasion, to conflicts within universities o within government. Although such conflicts are beyond its jurisdiction, it may in tangential ways contribute their resolution.  It cannot ignore them.
The focus of the Forum will be science (including th social sciences, as in the National Science Foundation) and engineering.  The Forum charter is drawn, however, that the enterprise might eventually encompass other fields.  (The charter appears at the end of this chapte Certainly the Forum will not neglect the parallel inter ests of other fields in the problems with which it deal Meetings of the Forum in which there is formal debat and review of all sides of a controversial issue will normally be open to the public.  But the Forum will als hold off-the-record sessions to permit various constitu encies to give preliminary expression to grievances without the constraints of public discussion.  Since tt Forum makes no official recommendations (and since, eve if it did so, they would not be binding), it should be free to meet with any constituency in total informality The university researchers with whom we have talked ha^ stressed the importance of the core group's establishir relationships of trust and easy communication with key government agency personnel who play a decisive role ir agency policy.  It will be important to develop a comparable relationship with appropriate committees of Congress.
THE CORE GROUP
A good deal of time was given to the question of which groups should be represented in the Forum. It was not difficult to identify appropriate participating element (the universities, the executive branch, Congress, sci<